
 

 
 
 
CSB/LFA 
 
10th December, 2020  
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Central Academy Update 
 
I wanted to write with a few updates from Central this week. 
 
It has been wonderful to have all the students back in the building together again for our first full week 
after the closure from Covid.  Staff and students are very happy to get a bit of normality back this side of 
Christmas. 
 
We will be sending you a newsletter before the Christmas holidays, with lots more news from this term.  
My apologies that this has not been possible earlier in the term and I very much hope that we will be able 
to do this more regularly in the new year. 
 
Many of you will be aware that the Department for Education announced this week that schools would 
have the option to close at the end of Thursday 17th December in time for Christmas, but were clear that 
this is very much the school’s decision. 
 
In order to clarify, the end of term arrangements at Central Academy are as follows: 
 

• Term will finish at 12 pm on Friday 18th December 2020 as previously published 

 
I have taken this decision for two main reasons:  firstly, students have missed a lot of school days this year 
due to the pandemic; we have just had two weeks out of school plus INSET days and although on-line 
lessons/Teams work online were set, we know that classroom teaching is the most effective way to learn 
for the majority of students.  Secondly, I am very conscious that any change to holidays and timings in a 
school day, particularly at short notice can be extremely inconvenient to parents.  Whilst this has been 
unavoidable at various points this year, I am keen to ensure that any change we make is only because it 
is totally necessary. 
 
Therefore, on Friday 18th December, students will attend lessons as normal in the morning.  Period 3 will 
be slightly shorter and we will have Christmas assemblies in form time before we wish students a Merry 
Christmas and say goodbye to them at 12 pm. 
  



 
I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that Friday 18th is also Christmas Jigsaw Jumper Day, 
where students are invited to wear a Christmas jumper over their school uniform and pay £1.  The money 
we raise will go to Jigsaw, a local children’s hospice in Carlisle which looks after children from birth to 18 
who have life limiting disabilities or terminal illness giving them respite, medical and end of life care.  
Please do encourage your child to participate and all the staff do so too! 
 
I look forward to writing to you again next week in the newsletter. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 
 

Miss Bacon 
Principal  
 

 


